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What's at the State Archives?
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atient Records

Admission/discharge ledgers
Master patient card indexes
Case files
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Administrative Records
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* Annual reports
Audit and budget

Superintendent’s
diaries

* Board of Trustee
meeting minutes

* Photos and
scrapbooks

Policy and training
manuals

* Correspondence

Janusry 25, 1955

ssssssss Farview State Hospital

o Mr. Harry Shapiro
Secretary of Welfare

FROM: g‘%m; Bengs, M, D,
Commisgioner of Mental Health

This institution which 1s exclusively devoted to the care and
treatment of male adults who &re found to be memtally 11l and with criminal
tendencies, 13 a state mental hospital of meximm seewrity.

Although it rates very low in the state mental hospital
because of great deficiencies in a progressive program it has the positive
ties of a consScientious dedicated superintendent and a hard core of
davoted ksy personnel who have prevented conditions from becoming werse,

The basis difficulty is the division of authority whereby the
Board as a whole and individually interfers and dictats doun to the lowest
schelon of personnsl, This im due to the fact that every employee is
responsible to the Board Member and the County Chairman who sponsored his
employment.,

The ‘meetings of the Board of Trustees have degensrated into
& bargaining market for patronage., Although the institution serves the entire
Commonwealth only five counties are represented cn the Board which usually
divides into two factions held in balance as the ssparate counties shift in
their alignment, I am advised that there are a amall mmber of members on the
Board who appear to be interested in the welfare of patients, Thess are known
by the Superi The remainder trade jobs among each other and
pressure the Superintendent to create additional positions that he does not
want or meed.

the humiliating experiences endured by the Superintendent
was the arbitrary assigmment of Miss Ann Thomes, sister of a Board Msmber, ss
the Superintendent®s personal secrstary. With her brother no longer a Board
Member it became possible to transfer her to a less responsible position.
However, she is incompetent in her work and unreliable as to loyalty and
should be immediately dismissed. Another experience was the personel challenge
of a Board Member that he would get the Superintendent dismissed when the
mluﬁwmmww of the hospital greenhouse to the Board
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“...it is fitting that the fullest
information be made available to
the people, for full, free, and public
discussion of their operation...”

www.phmc.pa.gov/archives

Tyler Stump

tystump@pa.gov
@ArchivistTy
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